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This is my first experience teaching on a full course and on my own, I previously used to
support teaching with seminars and practical modules in both United Kingdom and Italy
for more than 6 years now.

I am teaching “Management of Aquatic Resources: Fisheries” (Marine Sciences MSc
Course) at the University of Milano Bicocca.

I’m a researcher (marine ecologist) at Stazione Zoologica Anton Dohrn, Dipartimento di
Ecologia Marina Integrata, Sicily Marine Center and currently a Marie Skłodowska-Curie
Fellow at the IMEDEA - Instituto Mediterráneo de Estudios Avanzados. I’m Co-Chair at
ICES WG COMEDA on Comparative Ecosystem-based Analyses of Atlantic and
Mediterranean marine systems. Term of Reference leader on “Socio-Ecological Systems”
(and Invited Expert Member since 2014). I'm the supervisor of 4 PhD students and 4 MSc
students. I’m Co-Principal investigator of 2 Interreg projects (two Italy-Malta projects
HARMONY, and SENHAR, an Italy-Tunisia BLUEADAPT) and a FEAMP EMFF funded project
(3G project). I'm a mentor of two Interreg Volunteer Youth Volunteers. I’m Review Editor
for Marine Fisheries, Aquaculture and Living Resources and on the editorial board of
Marine Biodiversity Records, as well board member of Conservation Evidence. I'm the
local organiser of the “Pint of Science” festival. I'm a member of the Italian Society of
Ecology (SitE), of the British Society of Ecology (BES) and of the 500 Women Scientists
initiative.

As a marine ecologist, I’m strongly interested and oriented on the study of ecological
responses, with the final aim to understand the effects of drivers of change - both natural
and human - on the ecosystems, as for example the exploitation of marine resources (e.g.
fisheries and aquaculture) specifically under a context of global change (e.g. climate
change). I am mostly fascinated by the study of drivers driven patterns (measured at both
species level - biological traits - and community level - taxonomic and functional diversity)
focusing on the disentangling of mechanisms and processes of propagation along the
ecological hierarchy. My final interest is to develop sustainable solutions to inform a
proactive, adaptive and dynamic management based on the Integrated Ecosystem
Approach (IEA) and on scientific evidence (evidence-based management). To inform

evidence-based management and conservation measures I mostly deploy synthesis tools
(e.g. systematic review) to produce knowledge baselines, crucial to build a solid, salient
and rigorous dialogue among stakeholders, the so called “science-stakeholder-policy
nexus”. I believe on the importance to engage with stakeholders on the management of
marine resources (bottom-up approach) as first step to keep it effective and to
understand the socio-ecological systems (recently approached through specific data
collection and analysis tools, both quantitative and qualitative).
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